CSSC National Open Shore Angling Championships (NOSAC) – Competition Rules at 01/11/2014
1. Eligible Entrants

The Championships are open to members of the CSSC Ltd. Guests will only be allowed to take part with permission of the organiser. Guests will be able to compete in the team event and pools on paying the appropriate fees, but will not be eligible to win any of the individual trophies and prizes, and no individual entry fee will be charged.
2. Responsibility

The CSSC, its representatives and the NOSAC organizers are not liable for any injury or personal loss by participants.

3. Entry Fees

The entry fee of £10.00 per person should be sent to the organiser / CSSC with the completed entry form before the advertised closing date.

4. Optional Pools

Four optional pools will be organized at £1.00 per head per category and payable to the organiser / treasurer at least 1 hour prior to the commencement of fishing.  The categories will be: -

a) Longest Individual Aggregate bag of fish (in the case of a tie on length the same criteria as explained in Rule 12 relating to teams will apply) 

b)
Longest Single Roundfish (including skate & rays, but excluding eels)

c)
Longest Single Flatfish

d)
Team Pool – see rule 12 below

The pools will all be paid out 50% to the winning angler, 30% to the runner-up and 20% to the 3rd place angler respectively. If there are no clear winners, runners-up or 3rd place anglers in any category then the organiser will decide upon the disposal of the pool money to the entrants.

5. Bait

Bait will not be supplied.  All legal baits except feathers and lures may be used.  Beads and attractors on traces and snoods are allowed.

6. Timings

Where practical the peg draw will take place at the main hotel base on the evening before the match.  All competitors should book-in at the main hotel base (or elsewhere if previously notified by the organiser) at least 1 hour before the start of the match so that they may learn of any changes due to local conditions (see rule 13).  The match will normally last for 6 hours and start and finish times will be notified in advance.  A competitor may only cast a line without bait to “wet the line” prior to the start of the match.  On the day of the event a competitor should not fish prior to the start of the match within one mile of the venue.

7. Pegs

The match venue will be pegged and competitors must cast from the area directly between the peg and the sea only.  The draw for pegs will be made prior to the start of the match (if necessary by the organiser if the competitor is not present to make the draw himself).  In the interests of the safety of competitors the pegs will be a minimum of 20 metres apart.

8. Fishing Rules

Anglers are permitted to have line threaded through one or more spare rods and have links attached.  However only one rod at a time may have a trace, hooks and weight attached.  When a spare rod is brought into use traces, hooks and weights must have been already been detached from all other rods.  No more than 3 hooks may be attached to a rod and line at any time.  A double hook will count as 2 hooks and a treble (triple) will count as 3 hooks. Spare baited traces are permitted.

Assistance may be given to land fish, but except for safety reasons, only the competitor may handle the rod.

9. Eligible Fish & Species

Only fish exceeding the minimum size limit of 18cm in length for all species may be counted (i.e. including Mackerel & other species previously excluded).  All eels will be counted as 40cm whatever the length and will be excluded from the optional pool for the longest fish.  Fish are to be measured in total from the nose to the extreme of the tail in its normal position and the length in whole centimetres rounded down recorded.  Only fish hooked fairly in the mouth may be counted.  Fish hooked by more than one angler or on lost traces are not eligible.  All fish measuring less than the legal size limits should be returned to the sea immediately but those in excess of the legal size limits may be retained for eating or other purposes.  

10. Stewards

All competing anglers who are members of the CSSC Ltd. will act as stewards.  The captor of any fish landed is responsible for having the species and length verified and recorded on his/her record card immediately after capture by a fellow competitor.  Fish not so verified will not be accepted.  Any potential dispute as to the acceptance of any fish must be notified with full details to the organiser within 1 hour of the end of the fishing time.

11. Trophies and Winners
Trophies will be awarded to the following first three competitors who are members of the CSSC Ltd. in each the following categories: - 




1) Individual total aggregate length of sizeable fish.



2) Longest sizeable roundfish (including Skate & Rays).



3) Longest sizeable flatfish.



4) 3-man Team Trophy.

12. Team trophy

The match venue will be divided into 3 adjacent pegged zones and one member of each 3-man team will be drawn to fish in each zone.  For the purposes of the team event 1 point will be awarded to the winner of each zone, 2 to the 2nd and so on.  The winner of the team event will be the 3-man team with the lowest aggregate of points.  Where there is a tie on the number of points then the team with the highest number of fish will be the winner, and if there is also a tie on the number of fish then the winners 
will be the team with the longest fish recorded.  If a team does not have a full 3-man compliment then points will be awarded as if the absent member(s) had not caught a fish.  The entry fee for the team competition will be £1 per team member.  The organiser will if necessary form teams from individual entrants where required and numbers permit.
13. Disputes

Any complaints must be made by giving full details to the organizer within 1 hour of the end of the fishing time.  The organiser’s decision on disputes and any events not covered by the rules will be final

14. Bad Weather & Unforeseen Events

The organiser will endeavour to arrange a fair and enjoyable competition and in order to do this reserves the right to change the fishing rules, venue and timings etc. in accordance with the conditions prevailing at the time of the event.

Barry Davies 

Organiser 
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